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JAZZBEAT

lan Ross improvises on myriad of forms

By Matt Warner
Contributing Writer

Guitarist Ian Ross plays
jazz, seriously and regu-
larly. But he doesn’t call
himself a “jazz guitarist,”
per se. Ross, a graduate of
the University of Cincin-
nati College-Conservatory
of Music, plies the musi-
cal skills he developed
playing jazz in a variety of
settings, including rock,
blues and classical music.

“I think of myself as
being an improviser first
and foremost,” says Ross,
25. “I'd like to think of
myself as a jazz guitar
player ... but I see myself
more as an improviser
who draws upon various
things.”

Ross will perform with
one of his groups, an
organ trio, Saturday, Oct.
17, at Pacchia. Although
Ross calls his trio a throw-
back in some ways to the
jazz organ trios of the
1960s, he says the group
offers a fresh take on some
familiar sounds.

“We do some of the tra-
ditional soul jazz tunes in
that vein ... so it’s some-
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thing I think is a little
more accessible,” Ross
says, “and we also do
some originals, funk and
R&B. You'll be able to find
something you like about
this group.”

Improvisation is certain-
ly central to Ross’s musical
life, but he also appreci-
ates working with a steady
group. In addition to his
trio, Ross plays in the
Cleveland-area rock-fusion
group Locos Gatos, and as
a regular member of some
jazz groups in Cincinnati,
where he lives now.

He says that allows for
some deeper moments

of expression and more
refined treatments of
songs. Ross says the trio
plays mostly original
arrangements worked out
in advance, rather than
just using “heads” — the
basic melodies of tunes

— as a sketch to be impro-
vised around. Dedicated
groups also give Ross the
opportunity to play tunes
that are more obscure, and
to explore one of his other
musical interests, compo-
sition.

A native of Cleveland,
Ross became interested in
music after his older cous-
in became a professional
musician. Soon Ross was
learning guitar, and as a
teenager he began to sit
in at local blues and rock
clubs around Cleveland.
Ross says local musicians
Sonny Robertson and Alan
Greene mentored him and
were a strong early influ-
ence in his development.

Ross was part of a band
that caught the ear of
Carlos Santana’s produc-
er, who spent some time
guiding the group in the
recording studio. That
experience led Ross to

seek out more in-depth
training to pursue a music
career. Already immersed
in jazz through the record-
ings of George Benson,
Ross decided to attend
CCM because he was
“blown away” by the qual-
ity of the jazz faculty and
students. He knew that
learning jazz would pre-
pare him to do almost any-
thing as a musician.

Since graduating from
CCM, Ross has been play-
ing and teaching in Cin-
cinnati, Dayton and north-
west Ohio. He also has
gone back as a student to
University of Cincinna-
ti, this time for a master’s
degree in history, another
of his interests.

Ross’s trio includes Dan
Karlsberg on organ and
Joe Jahnigen on drums.
You can hear them from 9
p.m. to 1 a.m. Saturday at
Pacchia, 410 W. Fifth St.,
Dayton. Call (937) 341-
5050 for more informa-
tion.

Matt Warner is a contributing
writer on music for the Dayton
Daily News. He can be reached by

e-mail at warner.matt@me.com.
Jazzbeat appears on Sundays.
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Ne Eaergy? - Overweight? » Tired eff Dieting?

Using a combination of wellness coaching, personal
training and the science of metabolic profiling,
we can help you reach your goals.

call Holten Wellness Center at 435-8480
and learn to live well
¢ Dr. Supervised e Non-surgical e Affordable * No drugs

Ready for a change? Ready for Wellness?
Call Holten Wellness Center at 435-8480 and learn to live well.

Dr. Matthew Holten
Chiropractic Physician
7626
Paragon Rd.
(just east of the Dayton Mall)
www.drholten.com

435-8480

“in front of Kids Are Tops”

To Be True...

You've heard it so many

by heart.

| invite you to call Tobias

We'’ve spoken the truth
for over 70 years.

If It’s Too Good

times you know the ending

to speak to a family member
or to one of our associates.

6 & ——— Dan Tobias

Funeral Homes and Reception Centers
Four Convenient Locations ¢ 937-252-3122
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Celebrations

For Life's Memorable Moments.

A-rmiversary
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GALEN & VIOLA MERS

50TH ANNIVERSARY
OPEN HOUSE

“The Reserve”
475 Congress Park Dr.,
Centerville, Ohio 45459
Oct 17,2009 1PM-4PM
NO Gifts please

-_' d
TOM NEVIUS

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY

Warm birthday wishes go out
to you on your very special
day! Your Wife, 9 Children,
34 Grandchildren, 20 Great
Grandchildren;  along  with
relatives and family — friends
look forward to spending
the weekend celebrating this
wonderful milestone with you!
Happy Birthday - We Love You!
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macysweddingchannel.com

macys.com

ROSCOE & IRENE NAPIER
60TH ANNIVERSARY

Roscoe and Irene Napier celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary
on October 4th. They reside in
Miamisburg and are members
of MorningStar Baptist Church.
Congratulations Mom and Dad,
Grandma and Grandpa. We love you!
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WAINRIGHT/CONVERSE
ENGAGEMENT

Boomer and Martha Bombardi
of Beavercreek, OH are pleased
to announce the engagement
of their daughter Melissa Alene
Wainright to Michael Wayne
Converse, of Wichita, KS son
of Wayne and Valeria Converse
of Manhattan, KS. Melissa has
a Bachelor’s degree in Business
Management from The Univer-
sity of Tampa. She is a Training
Manager with Raymond James
Financial. Michael Wayne Con-
verse has a Bachelor’s degree in
Finance from Kansas State Uni-
versity. He is a Financial Plan-
ner with Keating & Associates/
Raymond James  Financial
Services. The wedding will
take place in St. Pete Beach,
Florida in late November.
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Your announcement must be received by 5pm,

11 days prior to the requested publication date.

To request a New Form Packet* by mail
or fax, call: 937-222-4337

or email celebrations@coxohio






